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July, 24, 2020  
 
Hello Carolina International Community!  
  
I am humbled and honored to introduce myself as your new Head of School. CIS has a twenty-year history of providing 
a quality education based on its founding core principles of respect, responsibility, solutions, and service.  
  
In my most recent role as a Director of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion and in previous positions that I have served in 
throughout my career, I have gained valuable insight into what makes for a challenging and inclusive educational 
experience for all children. I was drawn to accept this position because the core principles of CIS and the community's 
culture align succinctly with what I believe creates compassionate, and motivated future leaders with a global mindset.  
  
Intentionally creating a diverse community, while embracing the joys and challenges it brings is essential in the world in 
which we live. Recognizing children learn differently and helping them understand this and paying close attention to 
their social and emotional development is critical for academic achievement. Creating opportunities for service to others 
and leadership within the student body helps our children develop a sense of responsibility and fulfillment. My goal is to 
partner with all community members to enhance who we are as a school community through existing processes, 
programs, and partnerships, and when needed forge new ones, to ensure our students' future success.  
  
More specifically, I plan to collaborate with our faculty and staff to enhance the school learning environment with an 
increased focused on global education integration. I am committed to increasing diversity in our curriculum to support 
all cultures and differences. We will continue to access additional staffing needs, and increase the use of technology for 
all students as an educational tool that will enable our students to be competitive and thrive in a global economy. As a 
part of my enterprise goals, I will continue to support the ongoing efforts to expand our curriculum, and further 
develop the music, art, athletics, and global education programs through a strategic plan and comprehensive capital 
campaign. We will work to further develop our facilities to be a functional and practical use of space across our 
campus's 82 acres. Achieving these goals will require a solid financial foundation that is sustainable and cultivated 
through a culture of philanthropy and continued organizational change. Our faculty is our most valuable resource. To 
recruit, retain, and develop these most talented individuals', professional development for our teachers will be enhanced 
and remain a priority. We want CIS to be a compelling and exciting place to work and grow for everyone. In the coming 
months, you will notice some exciting changes to the school website, branding, social media, and campus beautification 
to reflect our core values of respect, responsibility, solutions, and service. 
  
I want to thank our Board of Directors and each of you for choosing me as your new Head of School at Carolina 
International School. Now more than ever, in this rapidly changing world, it imperative we work for the change we seek. 
I look forward to meeting with you all and hearing your feedback. Let's make this a great year!  
  
All my best,  
 
Joseph Canty, MBA  
Head of School 
Carolina International School 
Hold fast to dreams, for if dreams die, life is a broken-winged bird that cannot fly ~ Langston Hughes  
 
 
 

  


